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TIME

Last week my watch was losing. I discovered this after seeming to take an amazingly short time to complete a computer task and thinking: ‘how nice; now I’ve more time to read’. Moving to the kitchen to put the kettle on for a quick cuppa, I noticed the kitchen clock was 50 minutes fast – or so I thought, until I saw the microwave clock and realized it was, of course, my watch that was wrong. It’s the battery of course, so now without the time I thought I’d saved, I set out for Farrington’s in Edenbridge to get it replaced. Alas, the person who could do it wasn’t in that day, but it would be seen to first thing in the morning. So I walked around that evening with my alarm clock, even more conscious than usual of the passing of time. I duly collected my watch next day expecting to return to normal time – until an hour later I found my watch was once more 50 minutes slow. Oh dear, I remembered I’d overheard the shop assistant say the repairer was now on holiday. So off I set for Oxted, and at another jewelers I explained my predicament. ‘Our watch repairer is away this week, but we can post it to him for an estimate. In the meantime we can loan you a watch.’ At least something was going right! But the amount of time I’d spent trying to ensure I could, at a glance, know the time, began to make me realize how time-driven I was!

    I also read in The Times last week, that on average we spend 7 hours a day on so-called multi-media activities – the internet, mobile phones, watching television, often apparently, multi-tasking. One has visions of people sitting in front of the TV while texting, with an advert for sofas or cut price beds playing in front of them. Certainly the statistics evoke a sort of sit-com society in which creativity is reduced to the electronic provisioning of all human needs, and information about oneself can be exchanged without actually meeting anyone except by electronic means on the web. Various attempts have been made to do a God slot on the web. Well, it’s another extension of broadcasting for those who would not like a more intimate encounter with spirituality, or for some reason cannot access God more conventionally.

    I also read again in scripture that resonant passage from Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3, which speaks of an appropriation of a right time for all the eventualities of life – ‘a time to seek and a time to lose … a time to keep and a time to cast away … a time to keep silence and a time to speak.’ But it’s the conclusion to which the writer comes that fascinates me, and how we understand it not just in terms of an ancient wisdom of the Near East in which it was written, but how it speaks to us now:

‘I have seen the business that God has given to the sons of men to be busy with. He has made everything beautiful in its time; also he has put eternity into man’s mind, yet so that he cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. I know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and to enjoy themselves as long as they live.’ Who is to say it can’t be on a DFS sofa with a mobile phone glued to an ear while watchingt Eastenders?

    Yet it seems to me that humanity is ever more creative in the time it has to please itself – toil is less of the graft it once was, and more people have leisure to indulge themselves. Have we, though, lost our sense of eternity?
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2010

SEPT  5

TRINITY 14 (Proper 18)


Theme:   The cost of discipleship
  8.00am
Holy Communion at EDENBRIDGE
10.00am
Family Eucharist



Sidesman:
A Netherclift



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
C May & Clergy









Intercessor:
D Stafford

SEPT 12
TRINITY 15 (Proper 19) 


Theme:  Lost and found

8.00am

Holy Communion (CW)


Sidesman:
A Woodward

11.15am
Mattins





Sidesman:
D Walsh



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
A Maple & D Walsh









Intercessor:
I Maple

SEPT 19
HARVEST THANKSGIVING


Theme:  Set down the basket before the altar

  8.00am
Holy Communion at EDENBRIDGE





of the Lord
10.00am
Family Eucharist



Sidesman:
M Maple



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
K Reynolds & Clergy









Intercessor:
M Whitlock

SEPT 21
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST at 9.30am

SEPT 26
TRINITY 17 (Proper 21)


Theme:
   Dives and Lazarus

  8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)


Sidesman:
J Naismith

11.15am
Family Eucharist



Sidesman:
C Carver


(Sunday Club)




Readers:
D Hodges & Clergy









Intercessor:
M Court

OCT  3

TRINITY 18 (Proper 22)


Theme:   The call of duty
  8.00am
Holy Communion at EDENBRIDGE
10.00am
Family Eucharist



Sidesman:
K Reynolds



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
A Proctor & Clergy









Intercessor:
K Reynolds

SERVICES IN EDENBRIDGE PARISH CHURCH
EVERY SUNDAY  8.00am  Holy Communion                9.30am  Family Eucharist               6.30pm  Evensong

WEDNESDAYS   10.30am  Holy Communion (BCP)      THURSDAYS  7.30pm  Holy Communion (CW)

FLOWER ROTA

AUG 29/SEPT 5
Mrs Creighton & Mrs Murison

SEPT 12/19
Mrs Burbidge & Mrs Pellereau

SEPT 26/OCT 3
Mrs Morris & Mrs Brayne

OCT 10/17
Mrs Addiscott & Miss Sims

CLEANING ROTA

SEPT  4

Mrs Proctor & Mrs Dargie

SEPT 11

Mr Stafford & Mrs Blatherwick

SEPT 18

Mrs & Mrs Maple


SEPT 25

Mrs G Hunter & Mrs Cash

CHRISTIAN AID RESULTS

The house-to-house collection in the village raised the magnificent sum of £1770, of which £1250 was Gift Aided – this is a little higher than last year, and will give an overall result significantly above £2000 when tax has been recovered.  Many thanks to the 16 people who collected, and all those who generously donated to this worthy charity, to help some of the World’s poorest people.

CROCKHAM HILL ON THE WEB

If you have any news, events, sports results or comments for the Crockham Hill website (www.crockhamhillevents.co.uk), please contact Mark Hancox at info@crockhamhillevents.co.uk   

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

News has been received of the death of ex-member Yvonne Worland whilst on holiday in Spain. Prior to retirement in Wales Yvonne, with her husband Sid, was caretaker at Mariners.  On a lighter note, congratulations are extended to our erstwhile treasurer and president, Phyllis Grainger, on being awarded a civic medallion by Edenbridge Town Council.  At the presentation in July, Phyllis was joined by many friends made through her involvement with numerous charities and good causes.  

    Thank you to Susan Cash for providing a beautiful garden setting for our August meeting.  It did rain, but complaints were few as it was badly needed for the gardens.  This month’s meeting is on Wednesday 1st, at 2:30pm.  Mary Campion will be our speaker with her talk entitled 4000 Years of Roman Occupation in Britain.  Any ladies interested in this topic are welcome to come as guests; new members are even more welcome. 






             Linda Brown

VILLAGE HALL WORKING PARTY

On the morning of Saturday 4th Trustees and friends will be tackling the shrubs and surrounds to the Village Hall, to ‘spruce it up’ in readiness for winter.  Can you spare a couple of hours or so to lend a hand?  Hard work but cheerful company can be guaranteed.  More details from Roger Franklin on 866246, or just turn up on the morning, with sleeves rolled up from 9am.

EDENBRIDGE MUSIC & ARTS TRUST

Scholar Cantorum, Oxford’s premier chamber choir, is celebrating its 50th anniversary this year and will be performing at Edenbridge Parish Church on Saturday 4th at 7:30pm.  There will be works by Britten, Byrd, Harris and Parry, and a new work by James MacMillan commissioned by Scholar.  Tickets £15 and £2 (under 16s) from Trish (866219) or the Edenbridge Bookshop.  This will be an occasion not to miss. 

FIRST TUESDAY GROUP 

This month’s meeting will be on Tuesday 7th at Sara’s house, Camelia Cottage, Smith’s Lane (866923), so please do come along and grab a cup of coffee and meet other parents from Crockham Hill.  We start at 9.30am and usually finish around 11.00am.  It goes without saying, but children of all ages are most welcome. 

    Our October meeting will take place a little later in the month than usual, on Tuesday 26th at my house, I Hillside, Main Road, Crockham Hill.  A venue for November is still needed, so any volunteers please do give me a call.  I propose we finish 2010 in appropriate style with a Christmas meal at The Royal Oak.  Details to follow. 




   Jane Bradley-Smith 864750

GARDENER REQUIRED FOR VILLAGE HALL

The part-time post of gardener to maintain the garden and grounds at the Village Hall has become vacant.  For full details of hours, salary and conditions, please contact Roger Franklin on 866246.

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
We start the autumn season with a talk by Susan Cash about her recent visit to the Oberammergau Passion Play. This will be at 10:30am on Wednesday 8th at The Warren.  On the 22nd, Trish Proctor welcomes us to Guildables when we shall learn more about the life and teachings of Julian of Norwich.  The full programme for the autumn is on the table at the back of church, and on the village website.  Please do come and join us whenever you can.  For more information, or a lift, contact Susan Cash on 866218.

OXTED & LIMPSFIELD FLOWER SOCIETY

Our next meeting, to be held in St Peter’s Church Hall, Limpsfield at 2pm on Wednesday 8th, will have Sue Flight as the guest demonstrator with her subject, Seasonal Sensation.  Prospective new members are invited to contact the Society’s Secretary, Veronica Beckitt on 01883 625468 for details.  

THE VILLAGE MARKET 

The next Market is on Saturday 11th from 10.00am in the Village Hall.  There will be crafts, cards, fresh garden produce and preserves.  Two charities will also be attending: Cancer Research, and one in aid of an African orphanage.  Orders will also be taken for Christmas wreaths, to be delivered at the December market.  Coffee and refreshments are served throughout the morning, so come and meet your friends.   For your own stall space, ring 866319.



          Freda McBride

VILLAGE HALL – PLANNED EXTENSION

Having considered the comments of villagers, the Hall Trustees have had new plans drawn up for the extension of, and adaptations to, the Village Hall.  These plans will be on display in the Harris Room from 10am-1pm on Saturday 11th and you are invited to view them and make your comments known.  Should you agree with these plans, letters of support for the planning application would be appreciated.  If you are unable to attend on the 11th but would still like to view the plans, please contact Roger Franklin on 866246.  Remember, this is your hall and the Trustees value your comments.  

EDEN VALLEY MUSEUM

A Michaelmas Fayre will be held in Rickards Hall from 10am-1pm on Saturday 11th when stalls will include cards, cakes, books, toys, plants, produce and bric-a-brac. There will also be a Tombola and light refreshments, all accompanied by music from Street Piano.  At 2pm on the same day there will be another free Guided Walk round Historic Edenbridge.  Meet in the museum courtyard at 2pm. The Museum is open Wednesday and Friday (2-4.30pm); Thursday and Saturday (10am-4.30pm).

FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES – BIKE & RIDE

The annual sponsored Ride & Stride in aid of the Friends of Kent Churches, will take place on Saturday 11th.  If you would like to support ours and other Kent churches by being sponsored to ride, stride or church-sit, please pick up a sponsor form from the back of the church, or from me. Fifty percent of the money raised goes to your chosen church or chapel, and the remaining 50% goes into a fund to help maintain the fabric and fixtures of churches of historical or architectural merit.  Riders and Striders can plan their own routes from a list of churches and chapels open on the day – this list is also available from the back of the church, or from me.  For the less energetic, monies may be raised by being sponsored to sit in our church for an hour on the day!  Last year more than £150,000 was raised in Kent, so please get involved and do your bit to help.   
  Jo Naismith 860148

POO FEST – In aid of NEW FUTURES NEPAL

On Saturday 11th (3:30-11:30 – gates open 2:30pm) Roughwood in Pootings will host the POO FEST featuring The Charlie Rivers Band, Cyrano, Jono Harrison, Amba Holliewood and others in a musical spectacular to showcase local bands of young musicians, and to raise money for a charity called New Futures Nepal.  This charity was inspired by the plight of one man who was housing and caring single-handedly for a number of children.  Eight years on, New Futures Nepal now cares for 32 resident children, 2 disabled adults and pays the salaries of 7 carers; they have one home in Kathmandu and another in Kalimpong (Northern India).  The charity also supports one-off projects providing shelter for street children and for community projects throughout the Himalayan region.

    Tickets for the POO FEST (£15 adults; £5 under 16s) can be bought online at  www.poofest.co.uk  or by post (deadline September 1st) from Paul & TJ Spurin, Roughwood, Pootings Road, Crockham Hill TN8 6SD.  No ticket sales on the day!  If you cannot make it to the event but would like to support the charity, please send a  cheque (payable to: Pootings fund raisers) to the above address.

QUOTE, UNQUOTE

Lost time is never found again. (Benjamin Franklin)

VILLAGE QUILTERS EXHIBITION

The Village Quilters, a group of experienced quilters who originally came from different villages in Kent, are putting on an exhibition of patchwork quilts they have made in the last 20 years, at St Andrews Church Hall, Limpsfield Chart, on Saturday 11th from 11am until 5pm.  Entry £2; tea and cake available.

    During the day visitors can buy raffle tickets for a beautifully hand-made quilt sewn with liberty fabrics, which will be drawn in the afternoon.  Tickets £1 each, and the raffle is in aid of a very small project to build an orphanage in the village of Rojo-Rojo, Kilifi, Kenya, for 12 children whose parents have died from AIDS.  Tickets are also available from 01342 851290, or 01883 723197. 

A GARDEN TEA PARTY

The Sunday Club invites all families with children to a party at Guildables from 3-5pm on Sunday 12th.  We hope you have received an invitation; all families will be most welcome.  Offers of a plate of sandwiches or cakes would be gratefully received.  Do come and meet other village families.

Trish 866219

THE PRAYER GROUP will meet at Guildables at 2pm on Wednesday 15th.  If you would like to come and need transport, please let me know.  We are a small group who would be delighted to welcome more people to join us in a short time of prayer, for the needs of our world and our local community.  If you can spare 30-40 minutes of your time, why not come and join us?       Trish 866219

OVER 70’S LUNCH
There will be a lunch this month at 12.30 on Thursday 16th at Guildables.  Please let me know if you would like to come.  New people will be very welcome to join this happy occasion too.    Trish 866219 

THE HARVEST LUNCH

This year’s Harvest Celebration Lunch will follow the 10:00am Festival Service on Sunday 19th.  Do come and join us in the Village Hall for this happy and informal gathering – everyone is invited.  Tickets are £5 each, and can either be reserved by phoning me on 860509, or by signing the list at the back of the church.  If you would like to help by providing some food or serving on the day, please let me know.  We look forward to seeing you there.





       Jo Banks

CHIPS – THE NEXT PANTO

It’s pantomime time again and – wait for it – another Crockham Hill creation. This winter CHIPS will stage the world premiere of The Legend of Froghole, an original panto written by Vivienne Cox and adapted for CHIPS by Karen Stafford.  We have the play, the dates and the venue – now all we need are cast and crew.  If you are between the ages of 7 and 107, do come along to the first reading and audition at 3pm on Sunday 19th in the Village Hall. If you cannot make that day but would like to join in, please contact Jilly Murison (866224) or Morna Whitlock (866235).  We need a big cast of Tadpoles, Cockroaches and all the things that such a legend contains.

    In thanking our loyal supporters, we wish to tell you that following our play, The Noble Spaniard, CHIPS  was able to donate £200 to the Edenbridge Hospital League of Friends, £200 to The Eden Christian Trust, and £200 to Crockham Hill Brownies.


 Jilly & the CHIPS committee

CHORAL CONCERT BY CAPRIOL

Graham Dinnage is pleased to be back to directing Capriol, who will be opening their season with a concert in St Mary’s Church, Westerham, on Saturday October 16th at 7:30pm.  The programme is an inspirational mix of choral music entitled Star of the Sea which will include Elgar, three contrasting settings of the text Ave Maria Stella by Grieg, and a particularly evocative setting by the rising British composer, Cecilia McDowall, together with music by Vaughan Williams, Howells, Poulenc and Guerrero.  More details are on the choir’s website:  www.capriol.org  Tickets are £10 and available in advance from 01732 866372 or at the door.   

PLAYING FIELDS AGM – ADVANCE NOTICE

Please make a note that this year’s Playing Fields AGM will be held in the Harris Room at the Village Hall at 8:15pm on Wednesday Oc tober 20th.  All welcome to attend.

STILGOE AND CURRY 

On Friday October 22nd at 7.30pm Richard Stilgoe has kindly agreed to entertain us in the Village Hall, and Chitra will lay on a splendid Authentic Indian Banquet!  Vegetarian and non-spicy food available too.  Tickets are £25 per person, available from me Jo Banks (860509).  It promises to be a great evening full of laughter and excellent home cooked food.  Please come.   

  Jo Naismith

CROCKHAM HILL BONFIRE SOCIETY

Please make a note in your diaries that this year’s spectacular is on October 30th.  Tickets will be on sale from the usual outlets from October 1st, so look out for details of prices in the next Newsletter and village notice boards.  There will be a discount for tickets bought in advance, so take advantage.  As ever the committee would welcome any help in organising this year’s event.  If you are interested in being involved, or simply want to find out more, please ring Jane Bradley-Smith on 864750. 

THE CHURCHYARD WORKING PARTY

Another year has tripped quietly by, the snows of winter are behind us, as is the rebirth of spring, and summer – alas – has come and gone.  With the arrival of autumn, the most awaited date in the calendar is now revealed….  The Churchyard Working Party is scheduled for assembly at 9:30am on Saturday November 27th when the big tree will (hopefully) have shed all its summer glory, ready for collecting and burning.  Strimming, hedge trimming, raking etc will also feature, so do join us for a fun few hours.  Usual libations, nibbles etc will keep us in good spirits.  Look forward to seeing you there.










     Gervaise Burbidge
IN AID OF THE ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY

A few words of thanks to all who have supported my flower sale project to raise funds towards research and the public awareness campaign for The Alzheimer’s Society. 

    With kind permission of the Playing Fields Committee, the Village Garden serves as a wonderful shady and peaceful venue for Peter to get out of the house into fresh air and interact with more village life.  I usually set up my stall on a Saturday morning, and sometimes Sunday as well – depending on customers.  I buy bunches of flowers to sell for £5 each, from which a pound goes into the Alzheimer’s Society Fund; the other £4 goes towards buying more flowers to keep the project going.  So far the weather has been wonderful this year, and long may it continue, as selling flowers on a drizzly day cannot be much fun!

    Government support for dementia is only an eighth that of cancer research, and with hard times ahead the Society needs every penny it can get.  Rsearch is progressing well towards medication to halt this devastating disease, and I feel we must all try and give financial support – no matter how little.  After all, any one of us can fall victim , for it is estimated that by 2018 there will be one million people living with dementia at a cost to the government of £27 billion.  No-one knows why it is developing so fast; but whatever the cause, don’t just sit around when you retire – take up hang gliding, tightrope walking, or something, but keep your mind alive and try to remain active.

    Once again let me thank all those who have bought flowers up to now, and a special thanks to those who have donated so generously.  Bless you all.



           Rob Walmsley

Note: for further information about the Alzheimer’s Society visit www.alzheimers.org.uk   

	Copy deadline for the October issue of the Newsletter, will be Saturday September 18th. All items for inclusion should be sent to Kev and Min Reynolds at Little Court Cottage, Froghole, Crockham Hill TN8 6TD (tel: 01732 866457) or via email to: kev.reynolds@virgin.net – or left in the box on the shelf at the back of the church. 
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