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DUST TO DUST, ASHES TO ASHES…

Looking out across the Weald yesterday, towards an horizon obscured by a misty heat haze, we were tempted to attribute it to volcanic fall-out dust, blown from the Icelandic volcano.  Today, April 19th, the papers are full of the agonies people are experiencing in getting in and out of the country by air.  The commercial world is clamouring for a risk-assessment review, but at present the ban on flights continues across much of Europe.

Living with uncertainties is also unnerving and it inclines us to become fractious as we speculate, without demonstrable proofs, what the outcome of the present crisis will be.  The ancient world knew all about such uncertainties, recognizing that natural disasters were beyond their control, and sometimes developing moral codes through which fault could be attributed – Noah’s flood being a notable example.  It’s as much the fault of perceived human failing as it is an ‘Act of God’.

We are not so used to living with such unpredictability – we have come to expect that forecasts will warn of impending disasters – they do also warn us that though we do not feel directly responsible for disasters in the natural order, the way in which we use or misuse it, is likely to have consequences in the near or distant future.  There is an American movie called ‘The Age of Stupid’ which addresses this dilemma.

So as we reflect on the consequences of this predicament, through the eyes of Air Traffic Controllers, volcanologists, weather-forecasters, commercial operators, both in the travel business and those just trapped, what, I wonder, will the government decide?  Not, I hope, an issue to be exploited as a vote winner or loser!  In whom shall we put our trust?  I think many prayers have been offered up by those who feel out of control of their lives, and much human resourcefulness employed in overcoming the difficulties.  Will the blame culture come to the fore?  Or is it possible that we have found ourselves obliged to deal with the human condition (which is so often impatient) in co-operation with the natural order rather than seeking only to control it – maybe this is where God is in it all?
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CHURCH SERVICES FOR MAY 2010

MAY  2

5TH SUNDAY OF EASTER 


Theme:  The new commandment

  8.00am
Holy Communion at EDENBRIDGE
10.00am
Family Eucharist



Sidesman:
A Davies



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
A Davies & Clergy









Intercessor:
J Naismith

MAY  9

EASTERTIDE 6




Theme:  Jerusalem jaccuzzi

8.00am

Holy Communion (CW)


Sidesman:
A Woodward

11.15am
Mattins





Sidesman:
F Gladstone



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
T Brown & A Lancaster









Intercessor:
K Reynolds

MAY 13
ASCENSION DAY Deanery Eucharist at St Mary’s Chiddingstone  at 8pm

MAY 16
ASCENSION SUNDAY


Theme:  Thy kingdom come – but when?

  8.00am
Holy Communion at EDENBRIDGE

10.00am
Family Eucharist



Sidesman:
D Walsh



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
D Walsh & Clergy









Intercessor:
M Court

MAY 23
PENTECOST





  8.00am
Holy Communion (CW)


Sidesman:
D Stafford



Please note: no mid-morning service

  6.30pm
Family Eucharist with ECC


Sidesman:
S Cash









Readers:
I Maple & Clergy









Intercessor:
S Cash

MAY 30
TRINITY SUNDAY



Theme:  Feast of title

  8.00am
Holy Communion (BCP)


Sidesman:
R Ellis

11.15am
Family Eucharist



Sidesman:
C Carver



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
C May & Clergy









Intercessor:
Clergy

JUNE  6
CORPUS CHRISTI



Theme:  The love feast
  8.00am
Holy Communion at EDENBRIDGE
10.00am
Family Eucharist



Sidesman:
J Naismith



(Sunday Club)




Readers:
J Naismith & Clergy









Intercessor:
D Hodges

Should anyone need a lift to church, please telephone Trish or one of the wardens who will be happy to arrange it. 

SERVICES IN EDENBRIDGE PARISH CHURCH
EVERY SUNDAY  8.00am  Holy Communion                9.30am  Family Eucharist               6.30pm  Evensong

WEDNESDAYS   10.30am  Holy Communion (BCP)      THURSDAYS  7.30pm  Holy Communion (CW)

FLOWER ROTA

APR 25/MAY 2
Mrs Burbidge & Mrs Rogers

MAY 9/16
Mrs Proctor & Mrs Stafford

MAY 23/30
Mrs Reynolds & Mrs Whitlock

JUNE 6/13
Mrs Addiscott & Mrs May

CLEANING ROTA

MAY  1

Mrs Court & Mrs Ellis


MAY  8

Mrs Durose & Mr Reynolds

MAY 15

Mrs Proctor & Mrs Dargie

MAY 22

Mr & Mrs Maple

May 29

Mrs G Hunter & Mrs Cash

JUNE  5

Mrs Hodges & Mr Woodward

LOST AT THE HOT POT SUPPER?

A beautiful dark pashmina/stole was left in the Village Hall after the last Hot Pot Supper.  Please phone Alan Whitlock on 866235 if you think it might be yours.

EDENBRIDGE SINFONIA IN CONCERT

On Saturday 1st the Edenbridge Music & Arts Trust will present an evening of music by the Edenbridge Sinfonia (Conductor: Michael Gammie) featuring Jeanine Thorpe on violin.  The concert, which begins at 7.30pm in Edenbridge Parish Church, will include works by Brahms, Elgar and Haydn.  Miss Thorpe is one of the most sought-after violinists of her generation, receiving critical acclaim across the globe.  Tickets £15 (£2 for under 15s); available from the Edenbridge Bookshop.

SPRING PLANT SALE

The annual Plant Sale will take place at 10am on Monday 3rd in the Village Hall Garden. 

FIRST TUESDAY GROUP

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 4th at Katy Netherclift’s house, Sunflower Cottage, 15 Deanery Road (tel: 866381).  So please do come along, grab a cup of coffee and meet other parents from Crockham Hill.  We start at 9.30am and usually finish around 11 o’clock.  It goes without saying, but children of all ages are most welcome.  Finally, a big thank you to Fiona for hosting our Beer Tasting evening – a great success and brilliant fun!  




   Jane Bradley-Smith 864750

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

Due to unforeseen circumstances our advertised speaker was unable to attend our April meeting. Luckily Mr Dave Tadd was able to come at short notice.  A former Scotland Yard forensic expert, he told us about going to Thailand after the tsunami, where his team was responsible for helping to identify British victims of the disaster.  Using fingerprints, dental records and DNA evidence, they eventually managed to correctly identify the bodies.  He mentioned that not many people knew the names of their family’s dentists, so please make sure you know the name of your family members’ dentists!

    Our next meeting, on Wednesday 5th, begins with a ploughman’s lunch at 1:15pm prior to our Resolutions Meeting, which is: ‘The mandatory clear labelling of food with the true country of origin.’  For the first time in May, our Annual Meeting will then follow when a new committee will be chosen, and our new President elected.  Members are asked to bring along items to sell in aid of Denman College funds, and also any of their works of art or craft for our display.
             Linda Brown

WADS IN ACTION

The latest WADS production, Alan Ayckbourn’s hilarious black comedy, Just Between Ourselves, takes place in Westerham Hall at 8pm from Wednesday 5th – Saturday 8th.  Tickets £8.50.  

CHIPS – AGM & PARTY 

CHIPS will be holding its AGM at 6.30pm on Friday 7th in the Village Hall, followed immediately by a typical CHIPS-style party.  New members, or those interested in finding out about CHIPS, will be very welcome to join us.  A small contribution of finger food and some drink of preference would also be welcome – this is an informal evening, and there will be a chance to hear about the plans for our next pantomime.  Information from Jilly Murison (866224) or Morna Whitlock (866235).

THE VILLAGE MARKET

The next Market is on Saturday 8th from 10.00am in the Village Hall.  Home made cakes and preserves, books, cards, collectables and crafts, will all be on sale.  Also a stall in aid of Cancer Research.  Coffees and light refreshments are available throughout the morning.  To book your own table space ring 866319. 







          Freda McBride

EDEN VALLEY MUSEUM – FREE GUIDED WALKS

To learn more about Edenbridge and its history, why not join one of the guided walks organised by the Eden Valley Museum?  Walk along the Roman Road (alias the High Street) and under the Old Crown Inn signboard which spans the road and is the only one of its kind in Kent.  Learn about the buildings, industry and lives of locals in days gone by. Led by Museum guides, walks start at the Museum and last about one hour. To take part meet at 2pm on Saturdays: May 8th, June 12th, July 10th, September 11th.

ROGATION RAMBLE

This year Rogation Sunday falls on the 9th, and we’re looking forward to another good turnout of villagers for our annual ramble.  As usual we leave from the church at around 12:15, at the end of the 11:15am service, and spend several hours exploring our local footpaths.  Hopefully there will be sunshine and plenty of bluebells; we can guarantee great views.  So bring a packed lunch and big smiles, and come and join us.  Chitra and Alan have kindly invited us for cups of tea in their garden afterwards.










   Kev & Min

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK – 9-15 MAY

Crockham Hill will once again participate in the national house-to-house collection during Christian Aid Week, which this year is 9-15 May.  If you are going to be away that week and would like to make a donation, please contact David Stafford on 866327.

WOMEN’S CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
As usual our Wednesday meetings this month start at 10:30 and end by noon.  On the 12th Caroline Shaw will continue the series, People of Prayer, speaking about Brother Roger of Taizé.  Rosemary Pellereau at Woodman’s Folly is the hostess.  On the 26th at Sue Easton’s, Mearings, Anthony Shipwright of the Eden Christian Trust, will give an update on Youth Work in Edenbridge.  Everyone is invited to come and hear him.  Women of all ages are always welcome to our friendly meetings, and young children too.








      Rosemary Durose

OXTED & LIMPSFIELD FLOWER SOCIETY

At this month’s meeting, to be held in St Peter’s Church Hall, Limpsfield at 2pm on Wednesday 12th, Angela Hyde will be the guest demonstrator, with the theme: It started with a….  The Society is also having a Plant Sale that day.  Prospective new members are invited to contact the Society’s Secretary, Veronica Beckitt on 01883 625468.  Meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. 

PLANT FAIR & FARMERS MARKET

The Hospice in the Weald Plant Fair and Farmers Market takes place at the Hospice in Maidstone Road, Pembury, from 10am to 2pm on Saturday 15th, with hundreds of plants, herbs, trees and shrubs for sale at bargain prices.  New for 2010 is the Farmers Market selling delicious local produce.  Barbecue, refreshments and cakes available; admission is free.  For further information call 01892 820508.

THE RED HOUSE GARDEN OPEN – FOR HOSPICE IN THE WEALD

The splendid garden at The Red House (on the edge of Crockham Hill Common) will be open – with wine and canapés – from 5-8pm on Saturday 15th on behalf of Hospice in the Weald.  All are welcome, so do please come and support this worthy charity.

THE PRAYER GROUP  will meet at Guildables at 2pm on Wednesday 18th.  If you would like to come and need transport, please let me know.  We are a small group who would be delighted to welcome more people to join us in a short time of prayer, for the needs of our world and our local community.  If you can spare 30-40 minutes of your time, why not come and join us?       Trish 866219

THE OVER 70’s LUNCH

There will be a lunch this month at 12.30pm on Thursday 20th at Guildables.  We are looking forward to seeing you all there.  Please let me know if you would like to come – new members are always most welcome to join this happy occasion.




             Trish 866219
VILLAGE HALL AGM 

This year’s AGM of the Village Hall Trust will take place in the Hall at 8pm on Thursday 20th.  Chairman Roger Franklin will report on the past year’s activities, and set out plans for the future.  All villagers are warmly invited to attend. 

JOHN SURTEES IN CONVERSATION

1960 was a momentous year for John Surtees – as anyone interested in motor sport will know.  As a Toast to 50 Years Ago, this former World Champion will be in conversation at the TopFoto Gallery, 1 Fircroft Way, Edenbridge, from 6-8pm on Thursday 27th.  Tickets cost £10, to include refreshments and an opportunity to view and discuss with John an album of early photographs.  Tickets from the TopFoto Gallery, or Eden Valley Museum shop.

GARDENS OPEN – MONDAY 31st

There will be no less than six gardens open in the Limpsfield/Oxted area on Bank Holiday Monday 31st.  Entry is from 2-6pm, with tickets at £6 on the day, or £5 in advance.  These will be available from the beginning of the month from David Stafford (866327), and also in various stores in Oxted and Limpsfield.  All proceeds will go to the One World Group Oxted (OWG) which raises funds to support a variety of projects in developing countries, with a personal connection with someone known to the OWG who can ensure that the money is used for the agreed purpose.  OWG has nearly 500 members – anyone interested in becoming a member, please contact David Stafford.

FROCHS NEWS

The Friends of Crockham Hill School (FROCHS) would like to thank all who supported the Waitrose sponsorship scheme at the Biggin Hill branch, as a result of which a cheque for the princely sum of £280 is being sent to the school for much-needed musical instruments.

      Doreen Campbell

LOCAL ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED

A mature, trustworthy couple, well-known in Crockham Hill, are urgently seeking affordable accommodation in the local area for themselves and their small, well-behaved Cavalier King Charles Spaniel.  If requested, they would be willing to help with housework, general gardening or care work.  Local references are available.  If you can help, please call 07747 826111

THE NOBLE SPANIARD

Last month’s Newsletter went to press during the CHIPS production of Somerset Maugham’s hilarious comedy, The Noble Spaniard, so we were unable to report on this highly successful entertainment.  A very fine script was ably matched by set, costumes and accomplished performances by all the main characters, and some of us laughed until it hurt!  CHIPS never fails to bring fun and laughter to the Village Hall, but The Noble Spaniard will be hard to match for sheer professionalism.  Many congratulations to all involved.

CHIDDINGSTONE GARDEN TOUR

This is an advanced notice to let you know that the 26th annual Chiddingstone Garden Tour takes place from 2-6pm on Sunday June 13th when nine country gardens will be open.  Homemade cream teas will be available.  Tickets £6 (children free) and maps are available from Chiddingstone Village and Causeway Stores.  All proceeds go to the two Chiddingstone churches: St Mary’s and St Luke’s.  













     Chris Bell

CROCKHAM HILL ON THE WEB

If you have any news, events, sports results or comments for the Crockham Hill website (www.crockhamhillevents.co.uk), please contact Mark Hancox at info@crockhamhillevents.co.uk   

CHURCH FETE – JULY 10th

Please make a note in your diary that this year’s Church Fete will be on Saturday July 10th with a Caribbean theme – so come ready to limbo!  Music will be provided by a live steel drum band: the much-praised Croydon Steel Orchestra (www.croydonsteelorchestra.co.uk) who will play throughout the afternoon.  Please let me know if you have any books, bric-a-brac, toys, crockery (for smashing), CDs or DVDs that you would like to donate. We hope to have evening entertainment (BBQ/Disco) after the fete for those who would like to stay on later in the evening.  If you can spare some time on the day to help, even if just clearing away afterwards, please let me know.  Face-painters would be very welcome!  





           Neil Marshall  866660

REMEMBERING BOBBIE HUTCHISON (1925-2009)

Born in Harrogate in 1925 Bobbie was Christened Elizabeth Margaret, but her parents were so convinced that she would be a boy that they chose the name Robert.  Surprised at the arrival of a girl, Bobbie became her nickname.  She first attended school in Harrogate, but at the tender age of eight was sent to Prior’s Field, a boarding school near Godalming in Surrey, where maids brought cans of hot water to each room for the girls’ morning wash.  Charterhouse was close by, but contact with the boys was forbidden, and there was a rule that the girls were not to go near the edge of the school grounds in case they came into contact with the combined cadet force marching past.

    Bobbie was 14 when the Second World War began, but as soon as she was able she joined the Wrens, and was eventually sent to Scapa Flow, north of Scotland, to decipher codes.  When the war ended she became a secretary at a boys’ school in York, and through an army friend met a young soldier, Graham Hutchison, whom she married in 1950.  Graham left the army to work for Boots in Nottingham, and it was there that Caro, their first daughter, was born.  Graham then worked for Viyella, who posted him to Cape Town in South Africa where a second daughter, Foni, was born.

    Bobbie, Graham and the children returned to Britain in 1958 to live in Leicestershire, but it was when Viyella moved Graham to London in 1962, that they came to Blackthorn Cottage in Dairy Lane.  It was a happy home, and Bobbie was in her element on days out with the girls at Pony Club events, or following the hunt.  She had a great love of the countryside, and looked forward to holidays at the home of lifelong friends in Brancaster – she made her last trip there only two summers ago.  Bobbie was naturally very proud of her daughters, and thrilled to have six lively grandchildren, whose arrival at Blackthorn Cottage gave a buzz to the family home.  She took a huge amount of interest in everything they did, and at any time knew exactly what the grandchildren were up to.  To quote Caro and Foni:  “Bobbie was a fantastic mum and granny”.

    Her life in and around Crockham Hill involved playing bridge, supporting the village cricket team, and as a member of the local cancer committee, taking charge of the raffles and raffle prizes.  She regularly attended services in church, delivered the Newsletter each month, collected for the British Legion, and was an avid reader.  It is said that she rarely left home, even in the car, without a book, in case a reading opportunity occurred.  She greatly valued her friends in Crockham Hill, Limpsfield and Oxted, and much appreciated the help she received for so many years from Sue Friend.  

    The arrival of three great grandchildren brought Bobbie enormous pleasure in her twilight days, and despite a number of operations, and suffering considerable pain, she never complained and greeted visitors with a cheerful smile.  And at the service of thanksgiving for her life, the church was crowded with family, friends and former neighbours, who gathered to remember that smile and the warmth she brought to so many.







Tony Proctor

Copy deadline for the June issue of the Newsletter, will be Saturday 15th May. All items for inclusion should be sent to Kev and Min Reynolds at Little Court Cottage, Froghole, Crockham Hill TN8 6TD (tel: 01732 866457) or via email to: kev.reynolds@virgin.net - or left in the box on the shelf at the back of the church. 
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